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December 1, 1995

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU FALL COMMENCEMENT DEC. 9
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University will graduate more than 900 at its
two fall commencement ceremonies at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 9, in
Lantz Gymnasium.
Degree candidates from the Graduate School, the College of Arts and
Humanities and the College of Sciences will participate in the morning ceremony.
The marching order in the afternoon is the College of Education and Professional Studies, the School of Adult and Continuing Education (Board of Governors
Bachelor of Arts degree) and the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences.
This will be the last commencement for Eastern under the Board of Governors Universities, which will be disbanded on Jan. 1. Dr. Mack Hollowell of
Charleston will represent the BGU during both ceremonies.
Other commencement speakers include Eastern President David Jorns, who
will give the charge to the graduating class; Student Body President Michelle
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Gaddini of Lisle; and EIU Alumni Association President Matt Davidson of Sherman.
Special recognition will be given to Ronald W. Davis of Menlo Park, California, who will receive an honorary Doctor of Science degree during the morning
ceremony.
Perhaps the most noted scientist to graduate from Eastern, Davis currently is
a professor of biochemistry and genetics at Stanford Medical Center and director of
the Stanford DNA Sequencing and Technology Center.
While at Eastern, he completed undergraduate research in chemistry with
George Cunningham and worked on a number of botany projects with Hiram Thut.
He went on to earn a Ph.D. in chemistry from the California Institute of Technology
in 1970 and completed postdoctoral work at Harvard University.
The recipient of Eastern's 1984 Distinguished Alumnus Award, Davis is a
world leader in biotechnology and in the development and application of novel DNA
methodologies to biological systems.
He is involved in research on the development of molecular biology of yeast,
higher plants and human parasites, and in the development of technology for
constructing genetic and physical maps and for automation of DNA sequencing for
the Human Genome Project.
He has been honored with the Eli Lilly Award in Microbiology and Immunology, the National Academy of Sciences' United States Steel Award and the Louis S.
Rosentiel Award for Distinguished Work in Basic Medical Research, among others.
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At the age of 42, he was elected to the National Academy of Sciences, a
group of the most elite scientists in the country.
Davis has served in various capacities with the World Health Organization
and has assisted the United States government in developing a policy on recombinant DNA.
He is the author of the first manual on genetic engineering techniques and
co-authored a publication that first described a new approach for conducting
human genetics and for the construction of a human genetic linkage map. His work
has been published in the nation's most distinguished scientific journals.
Leading the graduates during the processional and recessional in the morning
will be faculty marshal Carol Schmudde, professor of English, representing the
College of Arts and Humanities. Schmudde has been a member of Eastern's faculty
since 1966.
Representing the College of Education and Professional Studies as faculty
marshal for the afternoon ceremony is Harold Malehorn, professor of elementary
and junior high school education, who has been at Eastern since 1970.
Since seating is limited in Lantz Gymnasium, guest tickets have been
distributed to graduates and must be presented for admittance. Special seating will
be provided for guests with disabilities.
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